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SHERDS AND DATA

BACKGROUND

From 1928-1931 and once more in 1933, a Haverford College professor
of biblical literature named Elihu Grant undertook large-scale
archaeological excavations at the ancient site of Beth Shemesh, about
18 miles west of Jerusalem. The Penn Museum acquired Haverford
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WHAT WAS UNEXPECTED?

e Through my research in the Penn Museum archives, |
discovered a set of notebooks that described the sherds
from the 1933 excavation at Beth Shemesh. These
descriptions did not number the sherds, but someone did
take the time to document them according to room number
(most likely while they were held by Haverford College).

e | have been able to work somewhat faster than expected,
and have processed ~350 sherds at this point.
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to biblical narratives surrounding Samson as well as
the Ark of the Covenant. At Beth Shemesh, local
material culture endured through the end of the
Bronze Age and into the Iron Age, though the early
Iron Age strata also prominently feature Aegean-
influenced ceramic styles. Grant’s excavation
encompassed both domestic contexts within the town
itself and funerary contexts from three tomb
complexes.

NEXT STEP

Write a paper synthesizing my observations about the sherds, my archival findings from the Penn Museum and

Haverford College, and outside research. The main goal of my paper is to explore the relationships between
educational institutions and biblical archaeology in Palestine in the 1930s-1960s.



