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ABOUT OUTLEY

Outley House is a shelter by Self Inc. that provides

housing, meals, and healthcare to men ages 18+ in

the Philadelphia area. While they have a passionate,
hardworking staff and access to many physical

resources, access to recreational opportunities was
limited, and as such our project focused on providing

educational and artistic outlets for participants

within the facility.

OUR WORK AT OUTLEY

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP

Journaling Workshop Sheet

Activity 1:
- Poetry Prompt: Childhood Places
- Write a poem of a place you liked as a child or wanted to go to as a
child.
- Nonfiction Prompt: A Story
- Write a story about a time you did something no one expected.
- Freewriting Prompt: A Problem
- Write about a problem you have- how do you feel about it, and what
can you do about it?

Activity 2:
- Nonfiction Prompt: The Time | Almost Died
- Il almost died (of ___; ex. embarrassment, etc.) when...
- Fiction Prompt: Bad News
- Write a story about a character who gets some bad news- what is it,
and how do they react?
- Poetry Prompt: An Object
- Write a poem from the perspective of an object- how does it feel
about its situation?

Activity 3:
- Writing Prompt: Free Write
- What did you do on Wednesday?/What does a typical day look like for
you?
- Nonfiction Prompt: A Letter
- Write a letter to something or someone in your life- what would you
say to them if you could say anything?
- Fiction: Another Planet
- Write a story about a character who suddenly finds themself on
another planet or surrounded by a totally different culture. Who do
they meet and what do they do?
- Poetry: Something You Love
- Write a poem about something you love and why you love it.

RESIDENT INTERVIEWS

e Trust building and community bonding

e Allows programming to be built around participant’'s own needs

CREATIVE WRITING

o Being unhoused is inherently traumatic, and artistic outlets for trauma can be

transformative. We provided:

o Adaptive writing instruction for participants with varying prior experience and

interest in particular genres.

o Use of therapeutic expression both in writing and community sharing
o Resources for a continuing writing practice, rather than a one-off workshop

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

o Many Outley residents have had negative interactions with law enforcement in

the past, including incarceration and ill

egal eviction. We provided:

o Knowledge about legal rights and protections can be a safety mechanism

against future violence

o Connection to legal aid organizations for those who felt their rights had been

violated.

o Opportunity to discuss experiences with policing in a supportive and honest

environment

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS WORKSHOP

Local Support Services in Center
City/The Philadelphia County

»

e Personally informative about diversity of unhoused experiences Project

KEY
TAKEAWAYS

Phone: 215-523-9595

Toll Free: 800-837-2672

Fax: 215-523-9599

Address: 1429 Walnut Street 15th Floo
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Email: info@haplegal.org

The PA Homeless Advocacy B The Outreach Coordination § Community Legal Services

Center of Philadelphia

Outreach Hotline: 215-232-1984

Address: Christopher J. Seward Residence @ Legal Aid Phone #: 215-981-3700

Center City Office: 1424 Chestnut St. Phila, PA 19102
North Philadelphia Law Center: 1410 W. Erie Avenue
Phila, PA 19140

r 1515 Fairmount Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19130
United States

o Popular cultural portrayals of who experiences homelessness and why are wrong.
e Academia has a fundamental “praxis problem” that leads to elitism.

e The unhoused experience can vary drastically from person to person

e Importance of art and emotional expression for

all demographics
ranchise and criminalize homelessness

o Exactly how our legislation is designed to disen



