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ABOUT   OUTLEY

OUR  WORK  AT  OUTLEY
CREATIVE  WRITING   WORKSHOP CREATIVE  WRITING

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS

Being unhoused is inherently traumatic, and artistic outlets for trauma can be
transformative. We provided:

Adaptive writing instruction for participants with varying prior experience and
interest in particular genres.
Use of therapeutic expression both in writing and community sharing
Resources for a continuing writing practice, rather than a one-off workshop

Many Outley residents have had negative interactions with law enforcement in
the past, including incarceration and illegal eviction. We provided:

Knowledge about legal rights and protections can be a safety mechanism
against future violence
Connection to legal aid organizations for those who felt their rights had been
violated.
Opportunity to discuss experiences with policing in a supportive and honest
environment

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  WORKSHOP
RESIDENT INTERVIEWS

Trust building and community bonding
Allows programming to be built around participant’s own needs
Personally informative about diversity of unhoused experiences

KEY
TAKEAWAYS

Popular cultural portrayals of who experiences homelessness and why are wrong.
Academia has a fundamental “praxis problem” that leads to elitism.
The unhoused experience can vary drastically from person to person
Importance of art and emotional expression for all demographics
Exactly how our legislation is designed to disenfranchise and criminalize homelessness 

Outley House is a shelter by Self Inc. that provides
housing, meals, and healthcare to men ages 18+ in
the Philadelphia area. While they have a passionate,
hardworking staff and access to many physical

resources, access to recreational opportunities was
limited, and as such our project focused on providing
educational and artistic outlets for participants

within the facility. 


