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MY RESPONSIBLITIES
GARDEN DATA ANALYSIS

e Tracking at-risk garden parcels through the
Philadelphia court docket system.
Creating and automating excel spreadsheets for
data-tracking.
e Analyzing dataset of gardens with potential for
adverse possession cases and creating an
outreach plan.

OUTREACH WORK
Visiting community gardens to build contact lists,
educate gardeners about land ownership options,
and connect them to legal resources.
Creating outreach reports following garden visits.
Creating community outreach materials using city
and state regulations on idling to inform
community members about the health

implications.
O0THER WORK!

e Helping out with the Law Center’s annual

fundraising event, including setting up, directing
guests, and gathering donor information.

e Attend and assist with Renters United Philadelphia

legal clinics.

e Attending weekly full staff meetings, as well as

Environmental Justice team meetings.

At'a community garden in North
Philadelphia for.garden outreach!
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c ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE THROUGH A LEGAL
LENS: A PRAXIS EXPERIENCE

Placement: Environmental
Justice Undergraduate

Intern @ Public Interest
Law Center of Philadelphia

MY ORGANIZATION

The Law Center is a high-impact legal
organization/non-profit whose practice
areas include environmental justice,
housing, education, voters rights,
healthcare, employment and more!

WHAT IS HIGH-IMPACT LITIGATION?

Also known as strategic or public interest
litigation, it focuses on using lawsuits to
bring about systemic, societal, or policy
changes. Cases are chosen strategically
to establish new legal precedents which
can be used in the future in similar
cases.

CONNECTION TO COURSEWORK

e Environmental justice and spatial
justice are very intertwined, both
relating to equitable access to space
and the fair distribution of public
goods & burdens across geographies.

e Legal work, especially high-impact

litigation, is an important tool in the
enacting of spatial justice.

e Community gardens can be a spatial
justice solution, filling empty and
disinvested spaces, bringing
communities together, and providing
food & green space.

TAKEAWAYS

e There is an incredible garden
community in Philadelphia and they
need lots of local support and legal
protection!

e Narrow-scale organizing and legal
work can have huge impacts for the
community it’s focused on.

e Environmental justice work should be
community-focused and centered
around the voices of those who are
most impacted.



